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To: KPFK's Local Advisory Board (LAB)
From: KPFK's Staff and Management . ¥
Re: Severance of Ties with the LAB
Dale: 2111100 .

Dear Local Advitory Board Members:

We, the near vnanimous union and non-union staff of KPFK, are writing {o
announcs that we ara calling on our General Manager, Mark Schubb and The Pacifica
National Boarg 1o sever all ties with the station's current Local Advisory Board.

We slso have requested formally —and in the strongest possible terms - that they
immediately withdraw any and all racognition of you, and of your lagitimacy to act as our
community representatives.

We do sa reluctantly and with great sadness, but we feel that we have no choice,

We particularly lament doing so st @ time when some new board members have
joined the LAB with en open mind and heart

But under the leadarship of Dave Adeison, the LAB utterly hae failed to provida
this slation with any of the supparl that It Is required ta provide imder Its own guidelines.
Inslead, it has baen used as a platform to parpeluate the personal agenda of Mr.
Adelson.

In his quast, which has undermined the work of KPFK, he has pursued s lawsuit
ageinst Pactfica, reised maney for that suit while reising none for the stafion, and
publicly supported the most destructive critics of KPFK. He consistently has
encouraged and acquiesced to a small group of peaple who have devated themselves
to besmirching both our public image and our fund ralsing efforts.

As a result, KPFK has lost a very significant amount of money from big donors
scared off by Mr. Adalson’s behind<he-scenes support for this destructive campaign,
(Another bosrd member ~ Lydia Brazon - also was involved in besmirching tha station
by publishing an artide thal condemned KPFK and was filled with inaccuracies that
turthcr undermmed lhu sta!lon.)

" These acuons by Mr. Adalson have movocably polsoned the workmg '
almosphure balween KPFK's steff end management and tha LAB. Invainwewrotelo’
you and the National Board to demand some reclification.

In August 1899, this staff called upen Mr. Adalsan to be removed or dismissed
{from his position ss LAB chair. When it became dleer that such an aclion was not going
to take place, it took us weeks to amange a meeling with tha LAB. When that mesling
finally occurred, we were astounded la find that only 5 of the 13 LAB members (38%
attendance) bothered to show up to dialogus with the KPFK slaff (who had 85%
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:al'lendanue.) The LAB's fallura to gather & quorum indicated a lack of support for KPFK
staff. a ' B

During this four-hour meeting the staff once agaln vociferously made known its
vote of na confidence in Dave Adelson. Yet ha sl refusad to resign. The meeting '
tumed out to be polntless. Many promises of support were made. None have been
fulsiied and nolhing has changed. :

Most disturbing of all, aftor the staff mads clear its rojection of Mr. Adelson’s
teadership, the LAB'=n tofal regard of our concaams— want shead and elected him as
the LAB's permanent Char. In retrospect, his re-glection isn't surprising. Mr. Adelson
ran the nominaling commiltes for new members, and a8 the Board'e Acling Chair, saw
that their sppolntments went through while overseeing: the election of himself.
Additionally, his hostiity towards us has continused. .

: You, tha mambers of the LAB may be able 1o tolerate his continued presence on
the board. But we cannol and will not Wa considar.Dave Adelson to be a totally
negative man of immeasurable self-sarving <tubbormness who consistently places his
nal agenda and his privale obsessions above the naeds of this station. He has
falled ta demonstrate any matuce ckills of leadership or any abillty to dialogue openly
and compromise. ‘ : L

Under Adalson's leadership the LAB has hoon 6 disaster. 1t has fafled (o provide -
any malerial or marat support for the stafion o staff. It hasfailed lo raise any significant
money. Mr. Adelson has failed ko conduct any serious outreach lo build aboard
representative of the greater community, bul instead has seught lo recruit people who
will support his narrow agenda.

As afinal insult, at your last LAB moeting, our staff representalive Sandra Ortiz
was castigated and our stalion management was denigrated, as once agsin LAB Chair

Adslson remainad passive, Frankly, we no longer wish to be nssaciated with a board
ihat has bacome his pereonal vehicle.

KPFK has struggled over the pasl ysar 1o rebuild the damaga craatad by an
organized campaign of defamation fed by the incompetenca of some of our national
{eadership. With absolutely no help from the LAB - indeed in spite-of the LAB —wa
have managed to restors fistener confidence and suppart. Currently, we praudly have
completed our most successful fund-drive in history.- R oo '

Tho staff of this stationwants locontinue oft this posttive and productive tradc
\We have no nead to be dragged down in this effot by an unresponsive LAB led by a
Chair who I8 more interested in purstiing his lawsuit against Padific than In supporiing
our work.



Therefore, we have resolved the following, effective immedistely:

1) Wa formally foguost that station Generst Maneger Mark Schubb and the
Pacifica Nationa! Board move with the utmost urgency to withdraw from all .
communication and participalion with the LAB )

2) We formalty accepl the resignation of Sindra Ortiz as staff representative 10
the LAB and wo refuse to gppoint another representative.

3) We call upon KPFK management to refuse 10 gir any more promotional
announcemenis of LAB mestings.

4)‘- Wo wAthdraw any recognition of this LAB as our bona fide community
reprasentafives.

5) Our suspenion of ralations will continue until such time that Me. Adelsan is
removed of removes himself from any participation in the LAB.

€) Barring that happenstancs, We request that the Pacifica National Board
digmiss the current LAB urti or uriess there is anew election for LAB Chair.
This state of affalrs would have been avolded i the ALB had paid atlentionto our -
anrllet and dese demand that Mr. Adelson be removad. Instead, we were fgnored and '
scarned. You elected to remain under Mr. Adelson's feadership and in doing Sa.you
became a board whase only real constituercy Is yoursetyes. Now, you have succeeded
in becoming an advisory board vithout a rado station.

Wemde«standhmmalm:aarasomepeopleonﬁweboarddgoodvﬁﬂ and
good intentions. We call upon tham now to make their voices heard and {0 remave Mr.
Adelson. It Is now your cholce: ywcanworkvﬁMHmoryoumnmrkwihua

When and If you decide the latter, please do not hesitate o contact us so thal we
can work to reconsiruet e damagse wrought over ie pastyears by Wir. Adalson's
personal chsessions.

G e NIGE e

Yathy L "Heldi Pickran

" Thenk You for Your Atiention. E .

A\ e —

Limor Bar-Cohen Stacy Fancher
Ml <
. Marc Cooper



Steve Wheatherwax X

. Prank Scarpelli

Sandra Ortiz

Betto Arcos

Michael Giffee

Liza G élous- £y
Ba;b;r& Dab

Don Hagner

David Plotkin

Rarbara Oshorn

Hary Hoore

-- #Please note that 17 qt,21 staff members have signed this letter..
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ATTACHMENTS: -

1 — JUNE 7™ 1989, LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM BARBARA
PERKINS, GHAIRPERSON OF THE LOCAL ADVISORY BOARD
(LAB) TO THE LAB

2 — AUGUST 5™ 1899, LETTER FROM KPFK STAFF TO THE LAB.

3 — SEPTEMBER £" 1999, LETTER FROM KPFK STAFF TO
DR MARY ERANCIS BERRY.

4 - SEPTEMBER 23 1999, LETTER FROM KPFK STAFF TO THE
LAB
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